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With	  the	  USA	  blanketed	  by	  snow,	  dialysis	  units	  are	  	  
bound	  to	  close.	  	  
Dialysisunits.com	  is	  able	  to	  show	  closures	  and	  facilities	  that	  offer	  
extra	  space	  (surge)	  

Dialysisunits.com	  is	  a	  public	  database	  that	  
lists	  in	  sortable	  fashion	  all	  of	  the	  Medicare	  
approved	  dialysis	  centers	  in	  the	  United	  States.	  
It	  was	  started	  in	  1996,	  and	  has	  faithfully	  been	  
maintained	  ever	  since	  as	  a	  public	  service	  of	  
The	  Nephron	  Information	  Center	  –	  
nephron.com.	  
	  
With	  respect	  to	  disasters,	  selected	  Network	  
administrators	  have	  password	  control	  over	  
the	  site	  to	  check	  the	  facilities	  that	  have	  closed,	  
and	  to	  add	  the	  number	  of	  patients	  that	  could	  
be	  added	  to	  a	  unit	  in	  the	  event	  of	  an	  
emergency.	  	  
	  
That	  information	  can	  be	  embedded	  into	  
websites,	  and	  also	  distributed	  on	  cell	  phones	  
and	  other	  devices	  with	  access	  to	  the	  web.	  
	  
Step	  1	  –	  Getting	  a	  password	  	  
Passwords	  have	  been	  distributed	  to	  Network	  
administrators.	  In	  the	  event	  that	  one	  needs	  to	  
be	  reset,	  please	  contact	  the	  website	  
administrator	  –	  Dr.	  Fadem	  (fadem@bcm.edu	  -‐	  
emergency	  page	  713-‐795-‐5511).	  Your	  
password	  can	  be	  reset	  for	  you.	  	  
	  
Step	  2	  –	  Logging	  in	  
	  
After	  going	  to	  http://dialysisunits.com	  one	  
sees	  small	  print	  at	  the	  bottom	  of	  the	  page.	  	  
When	  you	  click	  on	  it,	  the	  next	  page	  will	  open.	  
Enter	  your	  username	  and	  login.	  	  If	  you	  forget	  
these,	  contact	  Dr.	  Fadem	  (see	  above).	  
	  
You	  will	  now	  be	  able	  to	  change	  dialysis	  unit	  
closures,	  set	  dates,	  and	  set	  surge	  capacity.	  	  
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Step	  3	  –	  Make	  changes	  
	  
Once	  you	  have	  logged	  in	  you	  can	  select	  the	  dialysis	  units	  you	  wish	  to	  modify	  by	  name,	  city,	  zip	  
code	  etc.	  	  

Pay	  attention	  to	  the	  three	  columns	  on	  the	  right	  –	  Here	  one	  can	  check	  or	  uncheck	  a	  facility	  to	  
close,	  and	  can	  even	  enter	  the	  date	  for	  the	  closure	  to	  start.	  Finally,	  one	  can	  enter	  the	  number	  of	  
patients	  a	  facility	  can	  accept	  into	  the	  surge	  capacity	  box.	  	  
	  
Step	  4	  –	  Commit	  Changes	  and	  log	  out	  
	  
Afterwards,	  check	  the	  commit	  changes	  button.	  Do	  not	  forget	  to	  log	  out.	  You	  are	  done.	  
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Advanced:	  
	  
RSS:	  
	  
Users	  can	  also	  use	  rss	  feeds	  in	  their	  browsers	  to	  continue	  to	  track	  	  
closures	  and	  surge.	  An	  rss	  or	  “really	  simple	  syndication”	  is	  a	  way	  to	  
feed	  syndicated	  or	  published	  information	  directly	  into	  a	  browser	  or	  
website	  using	  the	  specially	  designed	  format	  below.	  The	  files	  can	  then	  
be	  read	  with	  an	  rss	  reader.	  	  Google	  has	  one	  	  
	  
http://www.google.com/reader/	  
	  
Here	  are	  the	  feeds	  to	  paste	  into	  a	  reader	  for	  closures	  or	  surge	  

	  feed://www.dialysisunits.com/rss_closures.php	  
	  feed://www.dialysisunits.com/rss_surge.php	  

	  
	  

How	  to	  see	  changes:	  
	  
The	  changes	  are	  listed	  on	  the	  nephron.com	  websites:	  
http://nephron.com	  
http://kidneydisasters.org	  
http://dialysisunits.com	  
	  
In	  dialysisunits.com,	  one	  can	  search	  by	  checking	  the	  appropriate	  
boxes.	  
	  
One	  can	  also	  see	  the	  closures	  or	  	  surge	  capacity	  by	  clicking	  on	  the	  
following	  URLS	  
http://dialysisunits.com/rss_closures.php	  
http://dialysisunits.com/rss_surge.php	  
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WEBSITE	  MODIFICATION:	  
	  
Webmasters	  may	  wish	  to	  alter	  web	  pages	  to	  be	  able	  to	  show	  unit	  
openings	  and	  closures.	  Here	  is	  the	  URL	  that	  will	  enable	  this.	  The	  
“HTML=1”	  code	  lines	  will	  allow	  one	  to	  link	  to	  a	  page	  listing	  the	  
closed/surged	  sites,	  while	  pasting	  javascript	  coding	  into	  a	  website	  will	  
actually	  list	  the	  units	  that	  are	  closed	  or	  have	  surge	  capacity.	  Note	  that	  
some	  smart	  phones	  lack	  javascript,	  and	  thus	  the	  URL	  may	  be	  the	  only	  
option.	  
	  
<em><h1>Dialysis	  Unit	  Status</h1></em>	  
<a	  href="http://www.dialysisunits.com/closures.php?html=1"><h2>CLOSED	  
FACILITIES</h2></a>	  
<script	  language="Javascript"	  
src="http://www.dialysisunits.com/closures.php?js=1"></script>	  
<a	  href="http://www.dialysisunits.com/rss_surge.php?html=1"><h2>SURGE	  
CAPACITY</h2></a>	  
<script	  language="Javascript"	  
src="http://www.dialysisunits.com/rss_surge.php?js=1"></script>	  
	  
You	  should	  see	  something	  like	  this:	  
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